NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE,

MONDAY, 0CTORER 13, 180—TWELVE PAGES.

Dr. Mackintosh has in this volume of the * Story
of the Natioms” series aimed at ziving & succinet
and intelligible sketeh of Seottish history, and
be has performed his task with judement and a
due sense of proportion. What he has done in
these pages, however, 18 but 1o indicate the main
course of the stary of Seotland. Within
the preseribed limits no more Wis possihle, and
those who desire to find explanation of the pari-
doxes of Seateh listory nst @0 oleow here for
light and suzsestion. Thnrv are indeml Bome
salient points which Dr. Mackintosh mizht have
brought aut more steongly than he las e :
and there is one momentous eloment i Seatish
history to which he makes seares any reterenes,
thouzh withonut knowledee of v any trie nnder-
standing of the taets is impossibie, The turlodent
and incheate perind of Seottish evilntion was
protracted by external and internal in
turn, but it is only when the thirteenth century
is reached that thie nfluences wiieh 8o dis-
astrously retarded national eoherence ard progress
came into play most formidably. I the munieipnl
system was wanting 1| this and the following
century: if when the Rinues of Seotlinel shonid
bave been able to fall hack upon the D rzesses TaF
aid in withstanding the encroachments of the
feudal nobility, the vigorons middle cliss wis
only conspicuous by its absence, the fact mnst he
attributed 1o these constant and meveiless Iing-
lish raids which, condueted by the Edwards and
the second Richard, kept the southern Lowlinds
for generations in a state of de sulitjn, arrested
every furward movement on the part of Seeteh
industry, drove the uatural huiliders of towns
and trade jnto nowadic hife, and at the same time
exposed them to the eppression of the Hhighlnd
chjefs and the rapacity of the nubles,

The ferocity and siustained savagery of the
English invasions, the despair and conse juent geck-
Jessness - they enzendered, and the ensrmuis ie-
struction of capital they entailed, not only impav-
erished und degraded the Sceteh, bt made them
the easy prey of superstitions whieh tor three
centuries pressed heavily and darkly npun the nu-
tional spirit.  From the fifteenth to the eigh enth
century those supersiitions exere sl o sinister -
fluence upon Scottish life, politics, theol winl
general progress. They were themselves eolored
by the conditions amid which the people lived
The prevailing anarchy of a populace grouml he-
tween perpetually contending factions and ex posed
pot less contisnally tu peril to lite and means
caused ignorance 10 be nuiversal : gud the creduhity
born of this igneranee was deeply and durkly
tinetured by the dismal experienees common to 1le
whole natlon. It hias Yeen well peinted out that
the differcnce between the witehoraft manilesti-

tions jn England and Seotland sonelusively denotes
the rhanr'ipr of the sovial eofditiond of the Two
eountries. The Enzlish witeh was o poor and
paver powerful eresture, ratfior ridiculues than
elarming, easily overcome, and enrionsly linhle 10
be betraved or deserted by her supposed demonine
allies. The Seottish witch and warluek, on the
otber hand, were raised by the inflamed invzina-
tions of a deeply sutfering people 10 the pesition
of powerful soreerers, whose mtgie arts conld come-
pass the most flazitions deeds, and who often were
able to defy their enemivs, awl even To setoaf
paught the terrors of the Churel.

It follawel inevitably that as in Scotland the
popular superstitions were decper amd darker that
geross the border, so the methods of dealine with
the suppased blaek avts were ertieller, There was a
time when in Scotlond the methods auel vriies of
the Spanish Inguisition swere closely follinsed i
the attempt to extirpate witeherdt aml sorerry:
when those methods spread abpowd so general an
gpprehension that neizhbors shirnk from one o
other, members of the sime  fomibies e
matual distrust, and 1o he " suspect”
futal as Jduving the Beicn of Tervor in
The rise of the Reformation did for mitiz
horrors.  The Church, whether Citholic or Re-
formed, held the ssme views regarding witeheraft
and emploved the same means in dealing with its
fmngined wanifestations. It is open to specnlative
minds to indulee e faney that the element ol
sutnhreness sind sternness whiel even o this day
belones 10 the Seatel oh moy diave beey, i
not implaated dunipz these penturies of fear
neony, at least strepetiened aoed in reastd by snel
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dire and prolonzed expesiences The makine of
Kearland, indeed, wos o fery process, and allowed
little appurtunity 1 dievelopment of  the

Yizhtor tastes sanel temdencies wr for edueatiog sl
enjoxment of Lile
dusiin, stern awld \\Iuli presented i e secnery
& fitting Irae lor a fievce sirugele botween
harassed and oppressed peoaple and the doubie ns
saults which beset them—un the one hanml, oul
a0 real attacks from foes within and without: ou

Sy ol its asperts " Cule-

‘the other hand, not less terrifving onslaught from

the powers of the air

The ahsenee of lurze rities nnfl of o middle
elass, and the lack couseqnently of sorial orzm
ization, favered the persistence of superstition
and hindered intellectusl growth.  Ouly the in-
domitable spirit of the feaple, alwavs resolnte tu
maintain their indepeadence, no matter of what
gicrifice ard suffering, prevented suel o pmativngl
collapes as hafell Spain: this and the perennial
warfare hetween the Churel and the nables, whieh
in the lonz run preverte! either uf those powers
from attainine the supremaey. The peeession of
James to the throne of Engloed moried the be-
ginning of the final decline of tie atish no-
bility, but the Church dil not share in tis
decadence, for it Lad strueck its roots deep in the
popular heart. ‘The Union, which wis bitterly
opposal by a large proportion of the Scetel peo-
ple, was the messire winel uevertheless hiron: it
peace and seenrity to the Joe distrn
snd aflorded opportunity for the devielopn.
commeree, industraes, amnd all these modern aeen-
cies which make so powerfully for eivilization.
On  this question  Dr. Mockintosh obstrves:
* Lookinz at the Union as means 1o an end, we
find it had a vast effect on the weltir: of the
people. At unce it grealy widened the fiell of
eommercial enteoprise to the Seots, and direstly
tended to atord them more security in every
quarter of the globe. The Seots alwivs had a
fund of enerzy and awmple power of endurnnec, bt
external obstacles had long retardwd their prog-
ress and crippied their best ettorts.” In truth
the obstacles were both iuternal and exteraal,

and this any lasterieal Survey, including that
befare us, at onige Jemonstrides. But us Dr.
Mackintosh ohserses: " When the nation was

placed under wmore favorable comditions by the
Union, the people advanced rapudly in wealth
and civilization.”

It appears 1o him also * that the Union aTorded
great and inest.mable moral advantages to Seotland.
And the records of the last hundred years show
that Scotsmen have fully apprecited und enjoved
these advantages.”™ AL lirst there wns a disposi-
tion to give tie Scotch something less than fuir
play. A stroug leaven of dislike still remiined in
[English minds tor the people norili of the Tweed ;
& survival, doubtless, of the old feeling of nutural
batred toward those who had excited it by sutlfer-
ing every wrong amd outrage a1 English hands.
The Spaniard in the story who killed a man be-
eause he hated him, and confessed that he hated
his victim because he had injured him, is a true
type of unregenerate human pature.  Happily all
‘the bitterness Lus loug passed away, Scutland,
snoe free to grow an:d learn, has shuwn her in-
-erent capacity and soundness of constitition by
rislog with unprecedented rapidity in every diree-
tlon;: and her dark and blowdy story is now pe
ferred to only for the lessunus it containg, and the
gxoofs it affords of tiw impossilility of ernshing

_or destroyiug a people so robustly virile, s stend-

fagt of purpose. so thrifty and so keen of wit,
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